
Philosophy 759 Applied Ethics  
Fall 2015-16 

 
Instructor: Dr. Elisabeth Gedge 
Office: UH 303 
Class: Mondays 9:30am in UH-316 
Office hrs: By appointment 
 
Course description: 
In this course we will look at the ethical questions surrounding family-making with children. The 
text we will use particularly focuses on adoption and assisted reproduction, considering and 
assessing the reasons individuals or couples offer for choosing these alternatives. Topics covered 
range from the goods of parenting, through the vulnerabilities of children and responsibilities of 
parents using adoption or technological assistance, issues of sexual orientation and race, 
transnational contract pregnancy, and aged parenting.  
 
Texts:  
Francoise Baylis and Carolyn McLeod (eds) 2014. Family-Making: Contemporary Ethical 
Challenges. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
Selected additional materials. 
 
Course Requirements:  
10 weekly reading summaries (approx. 1 page):                    - 10% 
Seminar presentations                                                             - 30% 
Paper outline (Nov 13)                                                           - 10%  
Major paper (Dec 11):                                                                  - 50% 
 
The purpose of the weekly summaries is to ensure that students come to the seminar ready to 
discuss the material in an informed and critical manner. The summary should include a question 
for discussion by the group.  
 
Each student will choose a date and topic for a seminar presentation. The presentation will be 
based on the reading for the week, and should engage the class in a critical discussion of the ideas 
presented. The grade will be determined by the accuracy of the textual interpretation, and the 
depth and interest of the critique presented. It is likely that students will want to use the 
presentation as a basis for the major paper. 
 
An outline of the proposed major paper is due earlier, Nov 13. Each student will send me her/his 
outline in advance of an appointment to discuss it. The outline should describe the critical aim of 
the paper and sketch the argument to be taken.  If secondary materials are to be used these should 
be identified.  
 
The major paper should be 12-15 pages. Students may submit drafts of their essay for review 
prior to Nov 27. 
 
Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can 
result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the 
transcript (notation reads:  “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion 
from the university. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.  For 
information on the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, 
specifically Appendix 3, located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/senate/academic/ac_integrity.htm 



The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 
1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained.   
2. Improper collaboration in group work.  
3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
 
Schedule of Readings: 
 
September 14: Introduction  
 
September 21: The Goods of Parenting; the Goods of Childhood.  

Brighouse and Swift; Brennan 
 

September 28: Bionormativity 
  Witt; Blake et al 
 
October 5:        Becoming a Parent: Personal Choices 
   Overall; Rulli 
 
October 12:      Term break – no class  
 
October 19:      State Regulation and ART 
  Wispelaere and Weinstock 
 
October 26:      “Not for the Faint of Heart: 
  McLeod and Botterell 
 
November 2:     “My Daughter is Going to be a Father!” 
  Crawford 
 
November 9:    Special Responsibilities of Parents Using ART 
  Nelson 
 
November 16:  Adoptee Vulnerability 
   Lotz 
 
November 23:    Political Geography of Trans-Racial Adoption 
     Davis 
 
November 30:    Contested Practices 
     Leighton; Baylis 
 
December 7:      Aged Parenting 
     Parks 
 
 
 

 
 


